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From a Cla§SParty to a National Party:
Japanese ConnumSt Party Survives
through the WOrldwide I)eche of Connunist Parties
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In mis situation, why is i[ [hat only m japan-one of the most
developed capitalis[ counmes-the communis[ party, [he japanese
Commums[ PaITy OCP) has survive. I('s s[Iange [o see from ou[-
side. I may say some reasons abou[ the sulvival. FiIst, they have
mam[ained an independent ammde towards the Soviet and the
Chmese Commums[ PalTv. And m the eIn of Eurocommunism m
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thel970s, [hey began preparmg to be a nadonal party, pamCipating
m assembUes and elecUons under a nexible poUcy like the l[alian
Commumst Party.
Anomer reason behind the success of the JCP has been the big

change m the Japanese pohUcal simaUon at the Ume of me break-
down of me Cold War. A spU[ m me conservaUve parties finiShed
me era of domination by [he Libeml DemocmUc Party (LDP), and
mey were reor"nized. The Japanese Socialist Party OSP) and LDP
fOrmed a coali[ion, and the JSP, which opposition, changed its
name [o [he Social DemocmUc Party (SDP). I moved toward the
aCceptance of the USJapan Secu rity Treaty and the SelfDefense
Forces (SDF). AS traditional social democracy-the JSP had
belonged to the left wmg of the Socialist lntemational-was dis-
banded virtually. In mis simaUon, many supporters of the JSP-tm-
ditional refbrmists and suppoITers of the . Peace Constimtion based
on the unique circumstance-came to suppoIt the JCP.
The JCP won l4.6 percent of the popular vote m [he elecUon of
me House of CouncUlors m july l999, and m the eleCtion of me
House of Represen[a[ive in October l996 won 13.1 peI℃ent. This
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figure is cIose to (he ra[lo of vo[es of [he SDP's las[
period,  (1ラ.1  percent in the general elec[ion in
l993)．Bu[ even if we add of [he vo(es of [he ICP‐
and SDP, the figure dose not reach [he amoun[ of
[he two paITies won in the old days. So. we cEIn sayJ

[ha[ relbrmiS[S who maln[ained their [mdi[ionzll a[ti-
mde wi[hin a japanese society [ha[ was swmgmg
toward [he right, suppolT [he JCR
Third, in local poUtics, [he JCP has become the

leading party, wi[h  more  assemblv members岳
even  than  the LDP.  These  vo[ers'  suppor[
[rends to  go  [o active assemblv members  in
Iocal movements, so they don'[ always direct-
ly support the party, bu[ at leas[ people has
come to feel familiar wi[h i[
Finally, with the organiza[ion, the. old leader

Miyamo[o Kenii re[iIed and leadership was [rans-
felTed [o young leaders such as Fuwa Tetsuzo and
Shii Kazuo. These new leaders have Worked [o
make [he orgamza[ion a li[[le more nexible than
befbre. For example, m me l990s, m[emal conflicts
and expulsions and removals caused by conflicts
did no[ come to the suIface. Membership from
480,000 membeIs at the peak in l982 [o 370,000
now, and they los[ more than one mllion readers
of their o唱an, ;:44勿力“α〃from 3,うう0 [houSand m
1980 to 2,3" [housand now. I[ can be Said tha[ [heV●
have made the organizaUon slenderer, and they have
worked [o uni[e [he fai[hfUl under [he leadership

The Party's lnconsistency
The above-men[loned de[ails, have acmally a[

the same Ume, led to mconsistencv. The fils[. rela[-
ed to the japanese pohtical situa[ions, involves [he
fact [hat the party changed from a class party [o a
nationaUst party, which is a con[radiction. A[ [he
party convendon, mey decided to set a the policy
fOr bundmg a democIa[1c coalitio n  govemmen[ m
the eady 21s[ century, and fbr [hat, fbrged [hat they
needed [o swing [oward the righ[ following the
experiences of western social democlaUc parties.
Bu[ if they pu[ the policy in[o pIacUce, they wnl
dIaw me cIiUCism from traditional refbrmisrS who
suppoIt the fbundadon of the party.
The new leaderS are Steering [he party in a

moderate and right direc[ion. For example, in
1998,  Chairman  Fuwa Tetsuzo inSisted  [hat
based on "The theory of the provisional gov-
ernment," [hey would shelve lhe issue of [he
U.S.-Japan Security Trea[y. And he nominated
Kan Nao[o, chairman of the Democra[ic Party,
[he  main  opposition  par[y  to  be  Prime
Min ister in the d ie[ e lec[ ion・He a lso sa id  in
case of emergency,  [he Japanese  [ha[  nation
would probably depend on the SDF.
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Recen[ly, on [he EasI Timor issue, [he JCP
[aCi[ly admltted [he in[erven[lon by [he mul[1-
nallonal  forCes  agains[  [he  mili[1EIs;  and
changed  i[s a[[1[ude  [oward  in[ema(ionzll dis-
pu[es compared wi[h [he case of [he Gulf
War. On [he issue of [he Sending [he JapaneSe
SDF overseas, [here is a possibill[y [ha[ [hey‘
wi l l show a differen[ a[ [ i [ude [han before. This
is shown by [he fact [hat [he par[y failed (o
pro[es[ when SDF ships  were  sent  ou[  [o
in[ercep[ North Korean boa[s [ha[ had en[ered
in[o JapaneSe [erri[orial waters.
On the issue of the :$Hmomam and Kimigayo'',

which [he governmen[ wan[ed to legiSla[e aS
na[lonai  flag and  na[ional  anthem,  [he JCP
expressed the opmion ma[ "We could accep[ me
law, if i[ were legislated after a national deba[e''.
This is very s[Iange because [he JCP has [radi[ional-
ly opposed [he Emperor sys[em. After Us[ening [he
opinlon of [he JCP, Chief Cabinet Secre[ary,
Nonaka HiromU said "When l heard [ha[, I mou glX
we could malc the "Hinomam'' and "Kimigayo'' legal
I[ is unique  tha[,  ln  [he  case of [he JCP,

they have been able [o carry forward a policy
change from a class par[y [o a na[ional party
as accep[ing  [he symbol of Japanese  na[ion,
connec[ed w i [h nat iona l i sm. Th is  i s d ifferen[
from western social democracy,  [ha[ aims for
[he support of [he middle class.But a policy
change like this will inevi[ably aliena[e tradi-
tional reformis[s who were  the supporters of
[he JSP and the JCP in the days when they‘
were counter-forces to [he LDP, the defended
[he ConSti[ution, and held the policy of
unarmed  neu[ralism.  In fact,  an opposi[ion
group  within [he JCP  has made  an  internet
homepage  named  "Sazanami  Tsushin"
(Newsle[[er of ripples). On this homepage,
[hey criticize the leadership. Even people who
are not the members of the party have come
[o  con[ribute  to  [he  homepage,  expressing
their diSConten[.

g Away from Proletalian
A change is also seen in me JCP's diplomacy.
Un[il now, [he main policy of diplomacy, in

the JCP's policy was [he developmen[ of pro-
letar ian in [erna[ iona l iSm based on [he interna-
[ional communis[ movement, agains[ American
imperialism・Thus, [he period [ha[ [hey have
had l i t t l e r e l a [ i ons w i [ h NGOs and NPOs l i k e
PARC, exept on me anU nuclear issue, has con[inued.
But after the Cold War, [hey began [o fbrge rela-

[ions with citizen's movemen[s or NGOs, and [o
l
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approach consewa[ive oI･ even (lle forelgn govem-
men[s. They have sen[ corresponden[s Io South
Korea and China. ReCen[ly, Chairmfln Fuwa vIsi[ed
Sou[heas[ Asia, and started [o EIssocia[e wi[h [he
US. poli[ician's flc(Ively Bu( [raditional relbrmists
are puzzled by policy like [his.P(Ir[y members
cri[icize [he policy of having friendly dialogues
wi[h the poli[ical leaders of Malaysia or Singapore,
where communis[ parties are illegal.
I[ is admiIable [o build solldari[y among pe9Iple

The policy change would go [o [he direc[ion [hat is
easv [o be unders[ood bv the ordinarv pame=[he
conserva[ive, a type of cen[ralls[ party

7

A SPUt with the Supporters il
The third iS SeriouSi [he average age Of parW

membeIs is now in [heir fif[ies, and the change 6f
genera[ions has come [oo la[e. The party has los[
i t s i n fl u e n c e o v e r [ h e v o u [ h m o v em e n [ - [ h e胡
League of Democratic Youth-Or smdents, who
onCe provided a lot of members and sympa[hies
fbr [he par[y. In public opimon polls, [he s[rong
su ppolT [o [he .ICP comes only from aged people
And also, r the party moves to the right! lt will

Iose [hc supponers who dl･eamed of communlsm
or socialism. The le21ders expIzlin [his policy cI1Elnge
fls p[1r[ of [he democI･a[lc revolution based on [he
:Two steps revolu[ion'' from democmUc revolu[ion
(o sockllis[ revolullon･Bu{ they have nevel･ replied
(o quesIions aboLI[ [he socialist revolu[lon posed by
"Sazanzlml TsuShln" and o[hers. If [hev S[eer [he

ゴ

party in a right ward direc[lon. [hey Tvill cu[ off [he
lef[, bu[ [heir acrual suppoITne巧aIE[he [Inditional lefL so
[heyalE ma(FjalTy・and canno[ s[eer Ihe palty so much.
In [his si[ua[lon, i[ seems [ha[ [hey have forgo[-

[en the principle [heoly of [he JCP. In [he pas[,
[hey used Marxis[ economic theorV and made
gInnd designs fbr economic policy for a coali[ion
govemmen[, . bu [ nOw they seem admi[ any kind of
血nking as long as i[ opposes neo llberahsm･While
they cri[icize each poliCy, [hey don'[ have an over-
all [heory [o iustify [he cri[icism. Each of [he mem-
bers may do [he good acUvi[ies Ibr [he environ-
men[, bu[ i[ is no[ [he party's policy. After aU, [he  "
detaUs men[ioned above have given causes fOr [he
inconsis[ency, because [his si[ua[ion came from
Ioss of [he [radi[lonal principles of the ICP.      m
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RCSult of the Unified Local Elections
(Prefectural legiSlature representativeS)

●
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：噸隠麗蝿|W噸隠慨麗
JCP      4,279,110  10.51    152    2,461,563 6.8    98
LDP        13,283,829  '.7    1288    13,964,331  38_3    1304

DeIIUcTaliC PaITy    3,236,127  8.0      170
Komei[o      2,713,646  6.7    166    2,433,212  6_7    160
SDP          1,371,294    ].4      94      4,164,071  11.4    282

Liberal PaIty      3うう,911    0.8      20
Sakigake          23,174  |  0.1        2        163,171  0.4        9
Minor      l,140,093 1  2.8      79      3,366,'7  9.8    223M i n o r        l , 1 4 0 , 0 9 3 ‘ 2 ． 8 7 9 2 2 3
1nd.      12,186,853  30_0    698      9,672,921  26.6    623
To[al    40,594,039        2669    36｡425.849      ｢ 2669
representatives ofcabinet-order designated cities)
‐____.'__________..___________________________..‐[his dme (1999)    |  last time (in l993)

numbers  % of  numbers or l number5  % 6F ‾mm5ers ofl          l                of votes    vo[es  [he elected l  of vo[es    vO[es  [he elec[ed
l   JCP          1,092,286  15-6    120      740,746  11.9      92
LDP        1,993,682  28.6    233      1,827,743  29.4    240

kn江m[ic PaIty    l,082,3うう 1ラ.5      114
Komei[o      1,143,937  16.4    132      1,030,979  16.6    128
SDP          134,313    1．9      15        791,05512.799

Liberal Pa江y        47,842    0.7      1
Sakigake              0  0.0      0 うう,766  0.9        3
'  Minor        398,285  5.7      42      98;,j29  15.9    223’ M i n o r 2 2 3
. Ind.        1,088,412  13.6    122      779,369 ! 12.6    118
To[al        6,983,j21          779      6,208,"ll          78ラ
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